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1
CHAPTER

TRACKING 
THE GLOBAL 
PROGRAMMES 
OF ACTION
Despite recent technological advances and the commitments of international 

(CSN) continue to face structural challenges in their development processes. 
Such challenges are highly idiosyncratic and, in most cases, associated 
with disadvantages in their initial endowments and geographic features, 

support them at various United Nations conferences, starting with the First 
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries in Paris in 
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Table

1.1

Status of the graduation process at the March 2015 triennial review
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Figure

1.1

Evolution of indicators for graduation from the status of least developed country for those

countries that are neither landlocked developing countries nor small island developing States
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Figure

1.2

Evolution of indicators for graduation from the status of least developed country for those

countries that are also landlocked developing countries
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Figure

1.3

Evolution of indicators for graduation from the status of least developed country for those

countries that are also small island developing States
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Table

1.2

Gaps between the graduation thresholds and the latest indicators, 2014
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S ource:  E SCAP calculations based on data from various sources.
N ote:  See annex I.

possibility of recommending K iribati for graduation at 
its 2018  review.  

Solomon Islands met the graduation criteria for the 

vulnerability remains high:  its economic vulnerability 
index was 62%  above the threshold in 2014.  T he 
country will be considered for graduation at the next 
review.  T imor-Leste also met the eligibility criteria for 

and has a persistently high economic vulnerability 

T uvalu has one of the highest income levels and the 

by large margins.  T he Committee had already 
recommended T uvalu for graduation in its 2012 review.  

is of great concern to the E conomic and Social 
3 which postponed its recommendation for 

in the GNI per capita and human assets index 

threshold.  It should be added that the devastation 
caused by Cyclone Pam had not been fully assessed 

caused by this natural disaster to the economic and 

4 

T o understand the sources of economic vulnerability of 

shows the composition of the economic vulnerability 
index for three groups of least developed countries:  

countries that did not meet the economic vulnerability 
index criterion for graduation;  and the two Least 

composition of the index is also shown for a reference 
group of non-CSN developing countries in Asia.  E ach 

the eight components of the economic vulnerability 

developed countries are for 2014.

that are also small island developing States have 
significantly higher vulnerability scores than other 

Figure
1.4

Composition of the economic vulnerability index, 2014

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 

Non-CSN developing Asia 

Bangladesh and Nepal  

Other Asia-Pacific least developed countries
(excluding Bangladesh and Nepal)

Least developed countries that are
also small island developing States

Economic vulnerability index 

Instability 
of exports  Population Remoteness 

Agricultural 
instability  

Share of agriculture,
forestry and 

fishing in GDP 

Graduation threthold (32) 

Victims of
natural disasters

Share of population in low-elevated
coastal zones  

Merchandise
export concentration
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Table

1.3

Changes in the composition of the economic vulnerability index between 2004 and 2014
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Box 

1.1

Figure A. Evolution of the economic vulnerability index and the score for victims of natural disasters, 

Nepal and Vanuatu

Estimating the impact of natural disasters in 2015 on the progress towards graduationE

of selected Asia-Pacific least developed countrieso
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during the previous decade continues.  H owever, for 
the least developed countries that are also small 
island developing States, the average reduction in 
their economic vulnerab ility index was only 5 % .  W ith 
a remaining average gap of 4 3 %  over the threshold 
of 3 2 , it is highly unlikely that these countries will 
meet the graduation criterion in the near future.

L ooking at the pace of progress in individual components 
of the economic vulnerab ility index provides further 
information.  F or b oth B angladesh and Nepal and for 
the aforementioned group of non-small island developing 
States, more than half of the reduction in the economic 
vulnerab ility index is due to a marked improvement in 
export stab ility.  The second most important factor is an 
improvement in the remoteness indicator.  As noted in 
annex I , the remoteness indicator depends not only on 
the distance of a country to world markets b ut also on 
the share of world trade accounted for b y neighb ouring 
countries.  B ecause of the economic b uoyancy of Asia, 
Asian least developed countries have experienced a 
decrease in their remoteness indicator, contrib uting 
to a reduction in their economic vulnerab ility indices.  
Although this factor has also b een favourab le to the 
Pacific least developed countries, their remoteness is 
almost twice as great as for the Asian least developed 
countries due to the long distances to world markets.  

F or the least developed countries that are also small 
island developing States, a decrease in export instab ility 
was also an important factor in the reduction in the 
economic vulnerab ility index.  Encouragingly, the most 
important factor was a decrease in the victims of 
natural disasters.  H owever, these favourab le factors 
were almost completely offset b y increases in export 
concentration and in the share of the population 
living in low-lying coastal areas.  F urthermore, the 
comb ined value of the demographic and geographic 
factors for these countries ( population, remoteness 
and share of the population living in low-lying coastal 
areas)  increased from 2 5 . 7  in 2 0 0 4  to 2 7 . 5  in 2 0 1 4 .  
B ecause these factors are largely exogenous, and in 
2 0 1 4  represented 8 6 %  of the graduation threshold 
( 3 2 ) , the ob stacles for these countries to meet such 
a criterion are enormous.

As encouraging as the reduction in the victims of 
natural disasters is for the least developed countries 
that are also small island developing States, the 
increase in the share of the population living in low-
lying coastal areas is increasing future risks associated 
with natural disasters and climate change.  Such risks 
should b e taken into account when assessing possib le 
future traj ectories for the economic vulnerab ility index.  
Two major natural disasters that hit the Asia-Pacific 

least developed countries in 2 0 1 5  exposed the great 
vulnerab ility of these countries.  I n addition to Cyclone 
P am mentioned ab ove, which killed 1 1  people and 
affected over 6 0 %  of the population of V anuatu, in 
April 2 0 1 5  an earthq uake with a magnitude of 7 . 8  
killed over 8 ,0 0 0  people and affected more than 
2 0 %  of the population of Nepal.  B ox 1 . 1  contains 
estimates of the impact of these natural disasters on 
the 2 0 1 5  values of the economic vulnerab ility index 
for these countries.

1.3. Smooth transition and sustainable graduation 

The losses and damages caused b y natural disasters, 
to which least developed countries are highly 
vulnerab le, make the implementation of the so-called 
smooth transition from the status of least developed 
country particularly important.  This concept was 
articulated in General Assemb ly resolutions 5 9 / 2 0 9  and 
6 7 / 2 2 1 .  These resolutions emphasiz e that graduation 
should not disrupt the development progress of the 
graduating countries and that specific measures to 
support least developed countries, including preferential 
market access, should b e phased out in a gradual 
and predictab le manner.

R esolution 5 9 / 2 0 9  was endorsed on the same day, 
20 December 200�, on which Maldives was officially 
removed from the list of least developed countries;  
namely, six days b efore the I ndian O cean earthq uake 
and tsunami, one of the deadliest natural disasters on 
record.  Although M aldives was 2 ,5 0 0  km away from 
the epicentre of the earthq uake, the country suffered 
significant damage and loss of lives. As a conseTuence 
of the tsunami, in 2 0 0 5  the General Assemb ly granted 
M aldives a three-year moratorium to allow the country 
more time for post-disaster recovery and reconstruction.  
After the end of the moratorium, in 2 0 0 7 , M aldives 
entered a three-year transition period to negotiate 
a gradual phasing out of the benefits derived from 
b eing a least developed country, as recommended 
in resolution 5 9 / 2 0 9 ;  M aldives eventually graduated in 
J anuary 2 0 1 1 .  The experience of Samoa is similar.  The 
country was scheduled to graduate in 2 0 1 0 , b ut the 
General Assemb ly extended the transition period b y 
three years until J anuary 2 0 1 4 , due to the disruption 
caused by the Pacific Ocean tsunami of 200�.

The experiences of M aldives and Samoa made it 
clear that graduates from the status of least developed 
country category still remain vulnerab le to maj or natural 
disasters, as well as to glob al economic shocks 
emanating from financial or commodity markets, which 
can wipe out their development progress.  There is 
also a suggestion that a three-year transition towards 
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Figure

1.5

Selected structural indicators of landlocked developing countries that are also least developed

countries
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Figure

1.6

Selected structural indicators of landlocked developing countries that are not least developed

countries
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Figure

1.6
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Box 

1.2

Decreasing trade time and costs in the Lao People’s Democratic RepublicD



20 − Adapting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the National Level

Box 

1.3

Improving information and communications technology connectivity in AzerbaijanI
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Table

1.4

Indicators of landlocked developing countries, latest data available
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Figure

1.7

Selected structural indicators of small island developing States that are also least developed

countries
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Figure

1.8

Selected structural indicators of small island developing States that are not least developed

countries
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Figure

1.8
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Table

1.5

Indicators of small island developing States, latest data available
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2
CHAPTER

FROM THE 
GLOBAL 
PROGRAMMES OF 
ACTION TO THE 
2030 AGENDA 
As mentioned in chapter 1, the global programmes of action were instituted 
to address the unique development challenges and vulnerabilities of the 
least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small 
island developing States. The Istanbul Programme of Action aims to 
overcome the structural challenges of least developed countries through 
building their human and productive capacities, enabling graduation 
from the least developed country category. The Vienna Programme 
of Action for landlocked developing countries targets the enhancement 
of competitiveness, expansion of trade and diversification through 
strengthening partnerships between landlocked and transit countries. The 
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Table

2.1

Priority areas of the global programmes of action for countries with special needs
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Table

2.2

The 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals
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Figure

2.1

Mapping the actions of a programme of action onto the Sustainable Development Goals and

their targets
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Box 

2.1

Criteria used for mapping actions onto the Goals and their targetsC

Similarity of wording

Similarity of meaning

Similarity of objective

Matching at the Goal level only
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Table

2.3

Distribution of actions by pillar of sustainable development

Table

2.4

Distribution of actions within the Sustainable Development Goals
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Figure

2.2

Distribution of actions across the Sustainable Development Goals



1.1 Complementarities between the programmes of  

   action and the 2030 Agenda
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Figure

2.3

Elements in adapting the 2030 Agenda to national contexts
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Table

2.5

Goal priority scores by country group and pillar of sustainable development

Figure

2.4

Percentage of survey respondents assigning “very high” priority to each Goal in countries

with special needs
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Figure

2.5

Initial Goal priorities by country
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Table

2.6

Initial Goal priorities by country group and pillar of sustainable development
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Table

2.7

Unfinished Millennium Development Goals by country group
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Table

2.8

Main challenges regarding implementation of the Goals by country group

Table

2.9

Relevance of domestic financial sources for the Goals
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Table

2.10

Relevance of external financial sources for the Goals
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Figure

2.6

 Percentage of survey respondents assigning “very high” importance to each source of finance

Table

2.11

Perceptions of global systemic issues by country group



50 − Adapting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the National Level

Table

2.12
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Table

2.13

Role of the United Nations in implementing the Goals
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PATHWAYS 
TO ENHANCE 
CAPACITIES FOR 
SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 
The 2030 Agenda is an ambitious and holistic agenda for development 
that encompasses a broad spectrum of economic, social and environmental 
issues. Building upon the Millennium Development Goals, the 2030 
Agenda includes a more diverse and comprehensive set of aspirational 
Goals applicable to all countries, be they developing or developed (United 
Nations, 2015). However, unlike the Millennium Development Goals, the 

desirable, it also demands a deeper level of stakeholder engagement 
and country ownership in deciding which areas of the 2030 Agenda 
can be most productively prioritized and effectively implemented, taking 
into account the unique level of development, capacities and comparative 
strengths of each country.

3
CHAPTER



56 − Adapting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the National Level



Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs Development Report 2016 − 57



58 − Adapting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the National Level

Figure

3.1

Attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals, Asia-Pacific countries with special needs
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Figure

3.2

The network of indicators for Asia-Pacific countries with special needs
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Figure

3.3

The network of countries, based on proximities
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PATHWAYS TO ENHANCE CAPACITIES FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  CHAPTER 3

4. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL  

 CAPACITIES 
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Figure

3.4

Relationship between raw attainment across indicators and Sustainable Development Goal

capacities, country rankings, Asia-Pacific countries
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Figure

3.5

Sustainable Development Goal capacities, Asia-Pacific countries with special needs
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Figure

3.6

Sustainable Development Goal capacities versus gross national income per capita and the

human development index
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5.1. Pathways for Goal implementation: Bangladesh,  

    Kazakhstan and Fiji 
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Table

3.2

Top priority indicators for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda in Kazakhstan



Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs Development Report 2016 − 69

Table

3.3

Top priority indicators for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda in Fiji
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Figure

3.7

Priority Goals for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda in Bangladesh



Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs Development Report 2016 − 71

Figure

3.8

Figure

3.9

Priority Goals for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda in Fiji
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Figure

3.10

Progress across indicators in Bangladesh
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Figure

3.11

Progress across indicators in Kazakhstan
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Figure

3.12

Progress across indicators in Fiji
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Figure

3.13

Comparison of scenarios



78 − Adapting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the National Level



Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs Development Report 2016 − 79





Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs Development Report 2016 − 81



82 − Adapting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the National Level



Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs Development Report 2016 − 83



84 − Adapting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the National Level



Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs Development Report 2016 − 85

 



86 − Adapting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the National Level



Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs Development Report 2016 − 87



88 − Adapting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the National Level



Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs Development Report 2016 − 89



90 − Adapting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the National Level



Asia�3aFiᚏF &ountries Zith SpeFial Needs Development 5eport 20�� − ��

ANNEX III. INDICATORS AND TECHNICAL NOTES

List of indicators used for analysis in chapter 3

Goal Indicator Source Notes

1

Population below �1.25 per 
day �purchasing power parity, 
percentage�

World Bank 
High income countries with missing values are assumed to have a 
value of 0.Poverty gap ratio at �1.25 a 

day �purchasing power parity, 
percentage�

World Bank

2

Population undernourished 
�percentage� FAO Percentage of the population whose food intake is insufficient to 

meet dietary energy reTuirements.

Arable land �hectares per 
person� FAO

Includes land defined by the FAO as land under temporary crops, 
temporary meadows for mowing or for pasture, land under market or 
kitchen gardens, and land temporarily fallow. 

Crop production index 
�200�-200�   100� FAO Crop production index shows agricultural production for each year 

relative to the base period 200�-200�.
Food production index 
�200�-200�   100� FAO Food production index covers food crops that are considered edible 

and that contain nutrients.

Livestock production index
�200�-200�   100� FAO

Livestock production index includes meat and milk from all sources, 
dairy products such as cheese and eggs, honey, raw silk, wool, and 
hides and skins.

Food supply �kcal�capita�day� FAO

Agriculture value added per 
worker �constant 2005 US�� FAO�World Bank

A measure of agricultural productivity. Value added in agriculture 
measures the output of the agricultural sector �ISIC divisions 1-5� 
less the value of intermediate inputs. 

3

Health index
United Nations 
Development 
Programme 

�UNDP�

Life expectancy at birth expressed as an index using a minimum 
value of 35 years and a maximum value of �5 years.

Tuberculosis detection rate 
under DOTS �percentage�

World Health 
Organization 

�WHO�

Percentage of estimated new infectious tuberculosis cases detected 
under the internationally recommended tuberculosis control strategy 
directly observed treatment shortcourse �DOTS�.

Tuberculosis incidence rate WHO Estimated number of new tuberculosis cases arising in one year per 
100,000 people. 

Tuberculosis prevalence rate WHO Estimated number of tuberculosis cases in a given point per 100,000 
people.

Tuberculosis death rate WHO Estimated number of tuberculosis deaths per 100,000 people.

Children immunized against 
measles �percentage�

United Nations 
Children¶s Fund 

�UNICEF�
Children refer to those that are 1 year old.

Health expenditure, total 
�� of GDP� WHO Recurrent and capital spending from government budgets, external 

borrowings and grants, and social health insurance funds.
Maternal mortality ratio UNICEF per 100,000 live births.
Children under five mortality 
rate UNICEF per 1,000 live births.

Infant mortality rate UNICEF per 1,000 live births.

�

Education index UNDP
Calculated using Mean Years of Schooling and Expected Years of 
Schooling. For technical notes, see http:��hdr.undp.org�sites�default�files�
hdr1�BtechnicalBnotes.pdf. 

Government expenditure on 
education, total �� of GDP� UNESCO

Population with at least 
some secondary education 
�percentage�

UNDP Percentage of the population ages 25 and older that reached at least 
a secondary level of education.

5

Seats held by women in 
national parliament �percentage�

Inter-Parliamentary 
Union

Inter-Parliamentary Union data used by the United Nations Statistics 
Division.

Gender Parity Index in primary 
level enrolment

United Nations 
Statistics Division 

�UNSD�

Ratio of the number of female students enrolled at primary, 
secondary and tertiary levels of education to the number of male 
students in each level.

Labour force participation rate, 
female �percentage�

International Labour 
Organization �ILO� Modelled ILO estimate �� of female population ages 15-���.
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Goal Indicator Source Notes

5

Gender ineTuality index UNDP
A composite measure reÀecting ineTuality in achievement between 
women and men in three dimensions: reproductive health, 
empowerment and the labour market. 

Female to male ratio of Human 
Development Index UNDP Ratio of female to male Human Development Index �HDI� value. 

Account at a financial institution,
female �percentage age 15�� World Bank Denotes the percentage of respondents who report having an 

account at a bank or another type of financial institution. 

�

Proportion of the population 
using improved drinking water 
sources 

UNICEF�WHO
Percentage of the population who use any of the following types 
of water supply for drinking: piped water into dwelling, plot or yard; 
public tap�standpipe; borehole�tube well; protected dug well; protected 
spring; rainwater collection and bottled water.

Proportion of the population using 
improved sanitation facilities UNICEF�WHO Percentage of the population with access to facilities that hygienically 

separate human excreta from human contact. 

Water productivity FAO�World Bank Constant 2005 �United States dollar� GDP per cubic meter of total 
freshwater withdrawal.

�

Renewable electricity output International Energy 
Agency �IEA�

Renewable electricity is the share of electricity generated by 
renewable power plants in total electricity generated by all types of 
plants.

Renewable energy consumption IEA Percent of total final energy consumption.
Energy intensity level of 
primary energy �MJ��2011 
purchasing power parity, GDP�

IEA
Ratio between energy supply and gross domestic product measured 
at purchasing power parity. Energy intensity is an indication of how 
much energy is used to produce one unit of economic output. 

Access to electricity 
�percentage of population� World Bank

�

Labour force participation rate ILO Modeled ILO estimate �� of total population ages 15-���.
Unemployment rate ILO Modeled ILO estimate �� of total labour force�.

Ease of doing business index World Bank
Ease of doing business ranks economies with first place being 
the best. A high ranking �a low numerical rank� means that the 
regulatory environment is conducive to business operation. 

GDP per capita, logarithm 
�current United States dollar� World Bank

GDP per capita, purchasing 
power parity, logarithm �constant 
2011 international dollar�

World Bank

Number of commercial bank 
branches per 100,000 adults

International 
Monetary Fund

Calculated as: �number of commercial banks � number of commercial 
bank branches� ; 100,000 � adult population.

GDP growth �annual �� World Bank

Export diversification index UNCTAD Higher values indicate lower diversification.

�

Fixed-telephone subscriptions 
per 100 inhabitants UNSD

Mobile-cellular subscriptions per 
100 inhabitants UNSD

Internet users per 100 
inhabitants UNSD

Air transport, registered carrier 
departures worldwide per capita

International 
Civil Aviation 

Organization �ICAO�
Civil Aviation Statistics of the World and ICAO staff estimates.

Air transport, passengers 
carried per capita ICAO Civil Aviation Statistics of the World and ICAO staff estimates.

Logistics performance index: 
Quality of trade and transport-
related infrastructure

World Bank 1 low to 5 high.  Evaluates the Tuality of trade and transport related 
infrastructure �e.g. ports, railroads, roads, information technology�. 

Average area covered by a 
permanent post office �kmð�

Universal Postal 
Union �UPU�

High-technology exports 
�percentage of manufactured 
exports�

United Nations 
Commodity Trade 

Statistics Database 
�Comtrade� 
Database

High-technology exports are products with high research 
and development intensity, such as in aerospace, computers, 
pharmaceuticals, scientific instruments, and electrical machinery.

Scientific and technical journal 
articles

National Science 
Foundation of the 

United States

Number of scientific and engineering articles published in the 
following fields: physics, biology, chemistry, mathematics, clinical 
medicine, biomedical research, engineering and technology, and earth 
and space sciences.

Manufacturing, value added 
�percentage of GDP�

World Bank� 
Organisation for 

Economic 
Co-operation and 

Development

Manufacturing refers to industries belonging to International Standard 
Industrial Classification divisions 15-3�. Value added is the net output 
of a sector after adding up all outputs and subtracting intermediate 
inputs. 
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Goal Indicator Source Notes

10
GINI index

World Bank� United 
Nations University 
- World Institute 
for Development 

Economics 
Research 

�UNU-WIDER�

World Bank PovcalNet data is supplemented by UNU-WIDER 
and the Standardized World Income IneTuality Database �SWIID�. 
Documentation for UNU-WIDER data can be found at www.wider.unu.
edu�project�wiid-world-income-ineTuality-database. Documentation for 
SWIID can be found at http:��myweb.uiowa.edu�fsolt�swiid�swiid.html.

Coefficient of human ineTuality UNDP Average ineTuality in three basic dimensions of human development. 
See Technical note 2 at http:��hdr.undp.org�en.

11

Proportion of the population 
using improved drinking water 
sources, urban

WHO�UNICEF

Proportion of the population 
using improved sanitation 
facilities, urban

WHO�UNICEF

Access to electricity, urban 
�percentage of urban 
population�

World Bank World Bank Sustainable Energy for All �SE�ALL� data.

12

PM2.5 air pollution, mean 
annual exposure �micrograms 
per cubic meter�

Brauer and others 
�2015� Data taken from World Bank database.

PM2.5 air pollution, population 
exposed to levels exceeding 
WHO guideline value 
�percentage�

Brauer and others 
�2015�

Natural resource depletion UNDP Monetary expression of energy, mineral and forest depletion, 
expressed as a percentage of total gross national income �GNI�.

13

Carbon dioxide �CO2� emissions 
�metric tons of CO2 per capita� UNSD

Uses Carbon Dioxide Information Analysis Center and United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change data.Carbon dioxide �CO2� emissions 

�kg CO2 per �1 GDP, 
purchasing power parity�

UNSD

Population affected by natural 
disasters �per million�

Emergency Events 
Database, Centre 
for Research on 
the Epidemiology 

of Disasters

People reTuiring immediate assistance during a period of emergency 
as a result of a natural disaster, including displaced, evacuated, 
homeless and injured people, expressed per million people.

Emissions of methane and 
nitrous oxide produced from 
agricultural activities

FAO
Contains all the emissions produced in the different agricultural 
emissions sub-domains, providing a picture of the contribution to the 
total amount of greenhouse gas emissions from agriculture. 

1�

Renewable internal freshwater 
resources per capita FAO

Renewable internal freshwater resources Àows refer to internal 
renewable resources �internal river Àows and groundwater from 
rainfall� in the country. 

Fertilizer consumption 
�kilograms per hectare of 
arable land�

FAO
Fertilizer consumption measures the Tuantity of plant nutrients used 
per unit of arable land. Fertilizer products cover nitrogenous, potash, 
and phosphate fertilizers.

Fish species, threatened Fish Base 
database

Fish species are based on Froese, R. and Pauly, D. �eds�. 200�. 
Threatened species are the number of species classified by the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature �IUCN� as endangered, 
vulnerable, rare, indeterminate, out of danger, or insufficiently known.

15

Terrestrial and marine areas 
protected to total territorial area 
�percentage�

United Nations 
Environment 

Programme �UNEP�

Terrestrial protected areas are protected areas of at least 1,000 hectares 
designated by national authorities as scientific reserves with limited 
public access, national parks, natural monuments, nature reserves or 
wildlife sanctuaries, protected landscapes, and areas managed mainly for 
sustainable use. Marine protected areas are areas of intertidal or subtidal 
terrain that have been reserved by law or other effective means to protect 
part or all of the enclosed environment.

Mammal species, threatened UNEP
Mammal species are mammals excluding whales and porpoises. 
Threatened species are the number of species classified by the 
IUCN as endangered, vulnerable, rare, indeterminate, out of danger, 
or insufficiently known.

Plant species �higher�, 
threatened UNEP

Higher plants are native vascular plant species. Threatened species 
are the number of species classified by the IUCN as endangered, 
vulnerable, rare, indeterminate, out of danger, or insufficiently known.

Percent change in forest area 
�1��0-2011� FAO

Percentage of the population 
living on severely or very 
severely degraded land 

FAO Land degradation estimates consider biomass, soil health, water 
Tuantity and biodiversity. 
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